ON THE ROAD TO POWER
started with a coalition, and it was six months
before I dismissed the Catholics. In other coun-
tries, revolutionists have by degrees become
more complaisant; but here in Italy, year by year,
we have grown more radical, more stubborn.
Not until last year, for instance, did I insist upon
the university professors swearing allegiance.
I took the democrats as I found them and I gave
the socialists the opportunity of participating in
the government. Turati, who died yesterday,
would perhaps have agreed to this, but Baldesi
and other men of his sort obstinately refused their
chances. Since I had planned a complete renova-
tion of my country, I had to accustom it gradually
to the new order of things, and to make use of
the outstanding forces of the old order. The
Russians were in a different position. The old
order had utterly collapsed, and they could clear
the ground completely in order to build their
house in the forest. But where should we have
been to-day if I had set out by making a clean
sweep?'*
He was full of vivacity once more, all signs of
fatigue having vanished.
"Your enemies gave you a helping hand," I
said, "by marching out of parliament. I suppose
that suited your book, and that you had looked
forward to it?"
99